
THE   DUTCHMAN   200 
The Erasmus Hall Alumni News 

Erasmus Hall All Years’ Reunion 
 

Hosted by the Erasmus Hall H.S. Alumni Association 
 

Join us for food, music, networking and re-connecting with your alma mater!  
 

Saturday, May 16, 2009 
Time: 1 pm– 5 pm 

 

 

Free to all dues paying members who have paid dues for 2009 

Inactive members can pay their 2009 dues at the door 
  Non-Members and Guests must pay $10 per ticket to support the scholarship, arts and athletics programs.  

Children under 12 free 
 

Location: 911 Bedford Avenue 
Enter Through the Bedford Arch 

 
Alumni Merchandise will be on sale at the event 

All proceeds from this event support scholarships, arts and athletics programs. 

 
Questions via email to: Melissa Benjamin '01,  EhallReunion411@gmail.com   

  Winter, 2009               Issue #27 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT  

SCHOOL RECORDS 
The Alumni Association has NO yearbooks or school records. For questions regarding past history, 
yearbooks, transcripts, records of individual Erasmus Hall attendees, faculty or any other personal 
school information, please contact the school directly: 

 
Mrs. Fran Schenk @ 718.564.2500, ext 62929, is the Records Secretary. 

Mr. Alan Deneberg @ 718.564.2500, ext 47200, is at the Library.  

            On behalf of the Erasmus Hall High School Board, I wish you and your families a healthy and prosperous New 

Year.  I would like to congratulate the new officers to the board and thank all of the board members for the work they 
do for the Alumni Association.  I know that all of the hard work that you do for the Association is from the heart. 

    The Alumni Association continues to do great and wonderful things for the students at Erasmus Hall High School, 
such as the wonderful scholarships and monetary support that we give to the various teams and groups.  I had the 

pleasure of attending the first annual Basketball Homecoming organized by Coach Vic Butler.  It was so nice to see the 

basketball team defeat Lafayette HS by the score of 80 to 52.  In attendance were former players, cheerleaders, boost-
ers and former basketball Coach Bunyan.  We had a great time interacting with the children. It brought back fond 

memories of being in Gym 125.  The students told me to say hello to all of you and a big thanks for all that you do for 
them. 

         The Academy Building, located in the middle of the campus, of which we all have fond memories, 
continues to deteriorate.  The roof is leaking. The columns are rotting away and the windows are broken, thus allowing 

animals to live in it.  When you look at it from the outside, with all of the peeling paint, it looks like the building is  

crying. 
We have created  a "Save the Academy Building Committeeò headed by Mr. Terry Kaplan, Class of 1974 and Ms. 

Wilhelmena Rhodes Kelly, Class of 1964.  They have reached out to various organizations and media sources to bring 
awareness to the dreadful condition of this federally landmarked building.  We need all of the help that we can get, so 

that we can continue the battle to restore the Academy Building to its former splendor. 

          As we all know, our economy has forced all of us to tighten our belts and to do more with less.  We know these 
are trying times and we are asking you to find it in your hearts to continue giving your much needed and appreciated 

donations and dues, to help impact the lives of the students of Erasmus Hall High School. 
Thank you all so much for caring.                                                                       

            Charles Young ó75 
            President 

mailto:EhallReunion411@gmail.com
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One of  the goals  of the Alumni Association  is to award scholarships to deserving students. Here is a list of the 

students who received Alumni scholarships in June, 2008. 

2008 Scholarship Recipients  
Theresa Frank Scholarship 

Youth & Community Development 2008 -  

Trevina Nicholson $1,500 ( Queensborough Community College ) 
Carole & Michael Poster Scholarship 

Youth & Community Development 2008 - Joairia Hossain $1,500 (SUNY Alfred State ) 
Esther Pleech Scholarship   : 

STAR School 2008 - Brittany Dennis $1,500 (SUNY New Paltz ) 
Winston Evans Scholarship  

STAR School 2008 - Crystal Blair $1,500 (SUNY Oswego)   
Ed Eisenstein Scholarship:   

High School for Service & Learning 2008 - Chandra Rameau $1,500 (Brooklyn College CUNY)  
EHHS Alumni Association Scholarship:   

High School for Service & Learning 2008 - Kalila Nelson $1,500 (Syracuse University)  
Scholarship Renewals  
Forsythia Scholarship:   

Tavia Jackson  
(2005)4th Year Scholarshipð $1,800 (CCNY)  

Seth Koch  and the Class of 1957Bio-Medical Scholarship:   
Phylicia Baird   

(2006) 2nd Year Scholarship - $1,000 Sophie Davis College - CCNY 
Mohamed Diane   

(2006) 3rd Year Scholarship  - $1,000 CCNY  
Trista Thomas  

(2006)3rd Year Scholarship - $1,000 Baruch CCNY 
Rudolph Bentley  

(2006)3rd Year Scholarship  - $1,000  Erie Community College -SUNY  
Arah Paul  

2007 graduate, $1000 (Medgar Evers College CUNY) 

Kaymisha Knights 
2007 graduate,  $1000 (Buffalo State College) 

Dashana Payne 
2007 graduate, $1000 (St. Josephôs College) 

 

Total awarded 2008-2009= $17,800 

The Alan Carus Memorial Scholarship  
Martin Carus ó61 has donated $1000 for a 2009 scholarship award in memory of his brother, Alan Carus from the Class of 1956. 

The Robert Levine Scholarship Bequest  
Robert J. Levine ó62 has generously donated $1500 at his father, Robert Levine (1934)ôs request.  At the time of his death, Bob 
wished to promote the continued education of a worthy student at Erasmus Hall.  

Carol and Michael Poster Scholarship   
$1500 per year will be donated by  the foundation established by their children  in honor of this wonderful couple who celebrated 
their anniversary in such a meaningful way.   We thank them and wish them many more happy years together.    Carol and Michael 
are both graduates of EHHS.  

Winston Evans Alumni Scholarship   
$1500 per year will be given to a deserving student honoring the memory of this outstanding Erasmus Alumnus, Class of 
1965,   Alumni Association Liaison, former teacher at EHHS  and humanitarian.   Winston served on the Executive Board of the 
Alumni Association from 1986  until his death and is remembered with love and respect for his endless devotion to the school and 
the students he helped along his journey.     

Seth Koch Bio - Medical Scholarship  
$500 was given to an outstanding student whose intention is to pursue a career in Medicine.   Seth is an alumnus  from the class o f 
1957, now living and working in Maryland and Vermont  as a Veterinary Ophthalmologist.    He taught clinical ophthalmology at the 
University of Pennsylvania has written numerous professional articles and chapters that appear in veterinary texts and has le ctu red 
throughout the United States and abroad.   Seth also pilots his own plane! His donation was matched in 2008 by the Class of 1957 
and awarded as a $1000 grant for a continuing 2007 graduate.  

The Forsythia Scholarship   
$1500 will be awarded for this coming year by a group of dedicated graduates from the class of 1970: Bonnie Garfield, Paula 
Hochman, Denise Kaiser, Madeleine Neems, Stuart Kiker and Andrew Lehrer.   

The Esther W. Pleech Memorial Scholarship  
Esther W. Pleech was a caring, loving and giving woman who served Erasmus Hall as a school secretary for 30 years. A $1500 
($500 of this fund is donated by the Alumni Association) scholarship is awarded every year by her family, to a deserving coll ege -
bound Erasmus student.  

The Theresa Frank Memorial Scholarship  

A $1500 scholarship was established in memory of the extraordinary woman who founded the Alumni Association and served as its 

first president.  
The Ed Eisenstein Memorial Scholarship  

This is a tribute to a wonderful man, a past president of the Alumni Association and a loyal Erasmian. In his memory, we awar d t his 
$1500 scholarship to a deserving college bound Erasmus student.  

 
If you wish to make a donation to the scholarship funds please indicate the amount of your contribution on the dues 
coupon on page 7. Please make donations payable to the EHHS Alumni Association and mail them to:  

Sandy Mesibov, Treasurer  

30 Reid Avenue 

Rockville Centre, NY 11570  
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How Were Your Donations Spent in 2008?  
Football Camp Lokanda - $10,000.00  

Football Uniforms & Equipment - $627.00  

Baseball Team Uniforms & Equipment - $364.00  
Baseball Team Uniforms & Equipment - $2,083.00  

Baseball Team Uniforms & Equipment - $584.00  

JV Basketball Uniforms & Equipment - $810.00  
Basketball Team Uniforms & Equipment - $1,000.00  

Basketball Team - $1,000.00  
Track Team (Meets, Transportation, Equipment.) - $6,600.00  

Soccer Team Uniforms & Equipment - $2,598.00  
Girl's Volleyball Team - $288.00  

Cheerleaders (Uniforms) - $1,000.00 

Swim Team—$538.00   
Basketball Uniforms—$3189.96 

 
Total: $29,681.96 

ERASMUS HALL H.S. ALUMNI ASSOCIATION EXECUTIVE  BOARD  

 

Charles A. Young ô75    DoYouCY@aol.com    President  
Dr. Edward Golembe ó63    EGolembe@brookdale.edu  Vice President 
Kimberly Ray ó87     kray99@hotmail.com   Recording Secretary 
Sheila McVeigh ó67     teacup214@aol.com     Corresponding Secretary 
Sandy Mesibov ó62      msandela@aol.com      Treasurer, Editor 
Herman M. Reid ó72    h11238@yahoo.com   Membership Chairman 
Esther Rogers Eisenstein ó48   erogers48@earthlink.net   Investment Chairperson 
Leonard Kassan     LKassan@schools.nyc.gov  School Liaison (Principal) 
Grace Garofolo     gracegarofolo@optonline.net  School Liaison (A.P.) 
Terry Kaplan ó74     tkaplan5@nyc.rr.com,     Newsletter Editor 
 

Membersïat-large:  Melissa Benjamin ó01 ( melissabenjamin06@yahoo.com),    
Rohan James ó76 (rohan7777@msn.com),  

Wilhelmena Rhodes Kelly ó64 (mena23219@msn.com) 
Susanne Stark Young ó46 (bronxsue@earthlink.net),    
Wayne  Gabriel  ó79  (bigwayne44@yahoo.com) 

Honorary Members:   Regina Flannery (rflannery@nynaf.com),   Bunny Grossinger  (ricelleg@aol.com),    
Elaine Mesibov   ( msandela@aol.com) 

  THROUGH  THE ARCH  

The 2008 Fall Season 
 

JV Football was coached by Adam Engerow and finished the year with a 7-2 record.  
 

The Girlsô Swim Team, a new team formed after several teamless years is being coached by Dalinda Downing. 
  

Our illustrious Track Team is being coached, once again, by Scott Herbert and Kesha Hopkins.  They won the Cross 

Country Championship and participated in the NY State Championships. 
  

Coach Karl Jean-Francois led the Soccer team to a regular season record of 6-3-3.  Sadly, they lost in the first round 
of the playoffs to Curtis H.S.  

 

With Danny Landberg coaching the Varsity Football Team, they had a record of 5-4 in the regular season.  They 
were defeated in the Bowl Division Championship by New Dorp H.S.  

 
The Girlsô Volleyball Team made it to the second round of playoffs after going 7-1 in regular season play and were 

coached by Michelle Wyeth.  
                                                                          Marshall Tames, Athletics Director EHHS  
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T Shirts :  (Blue with Buff Embroidery with Desiôs Image and the words Erasmus Hall Alumni)   
$20 (Med. Large & X -Large)  

$25 (XX -Large)  
 

Hat : $ 15 (Blue with Buff Embroidery with Desiôs Image and the words Erasmus Hall Alumni )  
 

Six beautifully engraved buff and blue notecards  with envelopes: $10 per package  
This is a great way to display your Erasmus Hall pride while supporting the Alumni Association  

Visit the alumni website to order online using Visa or Mastercard ( www.erasmushall.org )   

Or mail your order and check payable to EHHS Alumni Association  
Mail your order to Terry Kaplan  

118 E 102nd St. #1B  
New York, NY 10029  

 Be sure to include your sizes and shipping address with your name, phone, email & graduation year.  We may need to 
contact you about delivery dates or questions.  

   Encouraging and Supporting Student Inquiry: 
    Researching Controversial Issues 

 

Harriet Gellin Selverstone, ó59 recently completed writing a text for school  

library media specialist and teachers, which was published in September.   
This joins her series, ñProfessional Guides in School Librarianship.ò 

 
A Safe Haven 

Harry S. Truman and the Founding of Israel 
By Allis Radosh and Ronald Radosh 

This new book by Allis Rosenberg Radosh ó63 is expected to be released in the Spring. 

ñI would like to say that I am truly grateful to the Forsythia Group and the Alumni Association for having assisted with my continuing 
education.ò  (Tavia Jackson ó05) 
 
ñThe past three years have gone by real fast but the lessons that I have learned have been great.  I want to thank you, Alumni Asso-
ciation for giving me the financial help for the past two years.  You gave me the hope to achieve great things and follow my goals and 
aspirations.  This year I have decided it is best to stay at home and finish my collegiate career.  I do still have ambitions to finish 
school with a high GPA and I accomplished this while attending SUNY Cobleskill, where I achieved a GPA of 3.35.  Baruch College is a 
good fit for me now.  You all have given me a great feeling of hope.ò  (Trista Thomas ó06) 
 
ñIôm from the School of Humanities and the Performing Arts.  I would like to take the time to say thank you for giving me this scholar-
ship.  I will be attending BMCC.ò (Mossammat Uddin ó07) 
 
ñI would like to thank the scholarship committee for all they have done for me.  You have enabled me to continue with my education 
without the worries of paying my tuition.  Thank you for all your help.ò  (Dashan Payne ó07) 
 
ñThank you for supporting my interest in higher education.  My first year of college was a great transformation.  I learned a lot and 
along the way made a lot of new friends.  I thank the Alumni Association for supporting me financially and encouraging me not to 

give up.  I continue to thrive.   I transferred from SUNY Buffalo to Brooklyn College.  Being closer to home gives me a greater chance 
to afford my college education.  My current program of study is Computer Information Systems.  Thank you for having faith in me 
and for giving me a dream to continue my education.ò (Kaymisha Knights ó07) 
 
ñMy family and I want to thank The Erasmus Hall Alumni Association for giving me the scholarship.  I will use it to my advantage and 
make the scholarship committee proud to say I was once a student at Erasmus Hall.ò 
(Trevina Nicholson ó08) 
 
ñI want to thank the Erasmus Hall Alumni Association for its generosity.  I am truly grateful.  I am looking forward to keeping in touch 
with you.ò (Crystal Blair ó08) 
 
ñThank you.  I wanted to let you know that I am grateful for this wonderful help.  I am so fortunate that you considered my applica-
tion and gave me a scholarship package.ò (Chandra Rameau ó08) 
 



Dues -paying members  
send your Good News 

correspondence to:  
Terry Kaplan  

118 E. 102 nd  Street  
New York, NY 10029  

 

When sending your ñGood Newsò articles to 
me, please if possible,  type all 
correspondence. Sometimes itôs difficult  
deciphering  handwritten notes. I apologize in  
advance for all misspelled words and names.  

Message  from the Editor  

We would all like to thank Phyllis Nathan for the excellent job she has done on The Dutchman in recent 

years and for all of her other contributions to the Association. We would also like to thank Alan Stein for 

the excellent job he has done developing and maintaining our website, and Ilean Stein for her work as 

Secretary. We will miss them all.  

 

All of you who have seen our plea for help with the disintegrating 1786 Academy Building, know the   

terrible condition it has fallen into. We have recently had coverage on NY1 TV news, and a story is now in 

the making at the NY Times. Please keep your eyes peeled for more news.  

Good News page 5  

Sadie Levy-Alexander ó30 and Roslyn Frost - Kantor ó37 have found each other recently in a very interesting way.  They 

both currently live across the hall from each other in the Kline - Galland Nursing Home in Seattle.  They have become 
friends, and Sadieôs son Edward believes this is a tribute to their Erasmus schooling, as they are among the tiny number 

of people on their floor in the home who are still capable of rational conversation. 
 

Josh Mayer ó35 recently celebrated his 90th birthday, and is thankful to still be alive and able to enjoy life. 

 
Shirley Lawson - Ryan ó37  always enjoys reading the yearly bulletin and is glad to send her dues to help the association. 

 
Jack Rossi ó40 remembers his years at Erasmus Hall with great affection and believes strongly that the name Erasmus 

Hall must be preserved.  He was appointed as official cartoonist for the Anthony Newly Society International based in 
London.  Several of his Tony-related cartoons have been already published with more to come as well as many. many 

photos from his collection. 

 
Harry Kaufman ó41 remembers fondly his days at Erasmus when he was the captain of the track and cross-country 

teams between 1937-1941. 
 

Allan Torres ó47 feels that Erasmus Hall High School prepared him well academically for course work at Clark University 

in Worcester, MA.  His fondest memories at the school are playing football and baseball.  The physical conditioning pre-
pared me to be a member of the rowing crew, baseball team, and soccer teams.  He also earned the title of ñStrong 

Man of Clarkò in a contest.  His grandsons are involved in sports: football, baseball, basketball, and soccer as well.  He 
would enjoy hearing from any members of his old Erasmus Hall football team. 

 
Mel (Elliot) Offner ó49 is comforted by the memory of taking his then teenage children on a tour of the Erasmus Hall 

Campus years ago and letting them see the school that held so many memories for him and planted seeds for his future 

life. 
 

Richard Scheer ó50 was inducted into the USTA/Eastern Tennis Association (ETA) Hall of Fame at their annual dinner in 
April 2008 to honor his 30 years of service in many capacities to the association.  He served as President of the ETA, as 

chairman of the US Tennis Associationôs grievance committee for six years, and as Captain of the US Tennis Associa-

tionôs International Menôs 50 and over Fred Perry Cup team which won a world championship in 2001. 
 

Judi Papiroff - Guth ó50 has lived in New Orleans since 1960.  A Hurricane Katrina survivor, she spent 19 months in a 
small FEMA trailer.  She has been back in her home since November 2007 and feels wonderful.  She lost all her pictures 

in the hurricane.  If any of her classmates remember her, and have any pictures, she would love to have copies. 

 
Steve Feinman ô51 and  many of his childhood friends still get together every fall and relive their days in Brooklyn when 

they only paid a nickel to ride the Coney Island Trolley to go to the parade grounds on the southern flank of Prospect 
Park.  This group of kids called themselves ñThe Panthersò and remain friends to this day. 

 
Lenore Randall-Hirsch ô54 and her husband Paul Hirsch ô52 had an interesting encounter while on vacation in Greece.  

While wearing her Erasmus Hall sweatshirt, they met a woman who immediately recognized the school name.  She said 

that her grandfather, Simon Miedema, was the sculptor of the Desiderius Erasmus Statue that is in the center of the 
campus.* (Editors note: Miedema was indeed a noted Dutch sculptor, but could not have sculpted the statue which is a copy of the statue in Rotterdam executed in 

1622. He might have cast the copy) 
 

Garret ñGarryò Harned ó54 is proud to report that his father was a student at the Academy Building at Erasmus in the 
1920s.  He attended Erasmus from 1951-1954.  He still has fond memories of his time at Erasmus, especially from his 

experiences on the track and cross-country teams and playing in the band. 

 
Melissa Benjamin, Erasmus Hall Campus: HS for Business & Technology ó01 graduated Cum Laude from Johnson & 

Wales University in 2006, earning her B.S. in Sports/Entertainment/Event Management.  She currently is attending L.I.U. 
pursuing a Masters in Public Administration, while she works full-time as a Development Coordinator at a non-profit.   

She also mentors a high school student through iMentor, the same organization she was mentored in through a program 

offered at Erasmus during her senior year.  She would like to thank all alumni who have contributed to the association in 
the past, making it possible for her to receive a partial scholarship to attend graduate school. 



 

To appear on the Bulletin Board, please send your correspondence to: 
Terry Kaplan 118 E. 102

nd
 Street, New York, NY 10029   

I can print messages only from duesï paying members. 
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1930 

Sirkka Keto Johnson 
22 Elm Street, Suite E-217 

Westerly, Rhode Island 02891 

401-596-2756 
  Alumna, Gym Teacher, Sing Coordinator, 

Booster Adviser would love to hear from stu-
dents and colleagues 

 
1935 

Rita Isquith 
342 E. 53rd St., Apt 3A 

NYC, NY 10022 
Anyone who graduated with me??? 

 

1942 
Ruth Fink Schwartzbaum 

3203 Portofino Pt., Apt. D2 
Coconut Creek, FL 33066 

Rivkala8@aol.com 
 

1944 
Natalie Meyer 

3655 Shore Pkwy, Apt. 5F 
Bklyn, NY 11235 

Whatever happened to the Class of ó44? 
 

1946 
Paul Forbes (Feuer) 
9321 Millbranch Pl. 
Fairfax, VA 22031 

Paul S. Forbes@verizon.net 
Would like to hear from classmates. 

 

1947 
Florence Stein 

2520 Batchelder St., Apt. 1G 
Bklyn, NY 11235 

 

1948 

Esther Rogers Eisenstein  
7 Cain Court 

Montville, NJ 07045 
erogers48@earthlink.net 

 
1950 

Judi Papiroff Guth 
7141 Neptune Court 

New Orleans, LA 70126 
mzgoose@aol.com 

I lost all my pictures in Katrina.  Classmates with 
pictures contact me. 

 
1952 

Sondra Dunner Jacobs 
1007 N. 12th Street 
Allentown, PA 18102 

610-435-7286 
Would love to hear from classmates. 

 

1956 
Charles D. Gelfand 
934 Shoal Creek Dr. 
Fairview, TX 75069 

Charlie5@flash.net 
Would love to hear from class of ó56 

 

1958 
Helene Silverstein Koenigsberg 

9123 Timberlin Lake Road 
Jacksonville, FL 32256 

904-363-3001 
HKINFL@aol.com 
Looking for ó58 FL grads. 

 

1960 
David Strauss 

44 Ottawa Rd. S. 

Marlboro, NJ 07746 
732-972-0193 

phyl24@optonline.net 

 

1963 
Phyllis Kleinfeld Nathan 

15 Jarmain Road 

Monroe, NY 10950 
ehhsalumni@yahoo.com 

50th reunion...soon! 

 
Carrie Rutner Siff 

12 The Oaks 

Roslyn Estates, NY 11576 
carriesiff@yahoo.com 

Would love to hear from old friends. 
 

Rowena Drescher Weinstein 
501 DeMott Ave. 

Baldwin, NY 11510 
516-223-1523 

RondyW@aol.com 
 

1965 

Phyllis Friedman Strauss 
44 Ottawa Rd. S. 

Marlboro, NJ 07746 
732-972-0193 

phyl24@optonline.net 

 

1967 
Robert Feinstein 

1750 E. 14th Street, Apt. 2E 
Bklyn, NY 11229 
718-627-0713 

harlynn@panix.com 

Loved being in the orchestra. 

 
Sheila McVeigh  
6 Howland Road 

Middletown, NJ  07748   
teacup214@aol.com  

 

1968  
Rita Pochter Lowe 

3777 Independence Ave, Apt. 14C 
Riverdale, NY 10463 

ritajoshed@aol.com 
 

1969  

Ronald DeShields 
303 Barclay Rd. 

Durham, NC 27712 
Would love to hear from Kathy McConnell and 

fellow grads 
919-477-1322 

mdeshd@aol.com 

 

1975 

Charles Young 
3814 Clarendon Road 

Bklyn, NY 11203 
Doyoucy@aol.com 

 

1976 
Rohan James 

  16810 118 Road 
  Jamaica, NY 11434-2242 

rohan7777@msn.com 
It would be a pleasure hearing from you.  

2001 
Melissa Benjamin  

990 Schenectady Avenue 
Brooklyn, NY 11203 
347-446-7513,2700  

melissabenjamin06@yahoo.com 
 

 
Retired Educators Social Club  

We meet in Boca Raton, FL 
Lynn and Marty Weisberg 

4133 NW 66th Terrace 
Coral Springs, FL 33067 

 
 

        
Faculty 

Apologies to Joan Spielberg Rich 
JoanRch@yahoo.com 

(Hope I got it right this time!) 
 

Math Dept. 
Joseph Fisher (1954-1982) 

130 72nd Street 
Brooklyn, NY 11209 

 
Pasha Zyman Lavker 

(1961-1965) 
Would love to hear from former  

Colleagues 516-889-2137 
ahsap2@aol.com 

 

Phys. Ed. Dept. 
Anne Mallet Zaslau (1958—1974) 

173 Langham Street 
Brooklyn, NY 11235 

 
Sirkka Keto Johnson 

22 Elm Street, Suite E-217 
Westerly, Rhode Island 02891 

401-596-2756 
 

R. Scott Herbert 
Track Team Coach 

peac7@aol.com 
439 Berriman Street 
Brooklyn, NY 11208 

 
History Dept. 

Harriet Oxman (1969—1982) 
340 S. Palm Ave., Apt. 15 

Sarasota, FL 34236 
History, Grade Adviser, Principal 

Loves to hear from students colleagues. 
 

Marvin Polonsky (1964—1970) 
135 Eastern Pkwy, Apt. 14G 

Brooklyn, NY 11238 
marvopolo@msn.com 

Social Studies, Grade Advisor ó69 
 

Mawulekumi Tokponwey ‘85 
(Calvin S. Baker) 

218 Van Buren Street 
Brooklyn, NY 11221 

mawulkumi@yahoo.com 
 

Art Dept. 
Cecille Davis (1954-63) 

235 West End Avenue 
NYC, NY 10023-3631 

(212) 595-5001 
cecida2@gmail.com 

 
 



Be Generous This Year 
Many of you ask when your annual dues should be paid. We hope you will pay your dues when you receive this 
newsletter. Fill out the attached form and send it along with your check. If you wish to make a contribution to our 
Sports Assistance Program or Alumni Scholarship, this is the time to do so. We have now included room for your E-
mail address. Every $1.00 you send is put to use for an Association project. Everyone involved in keeping the Asso-
ciation functioning is a volunteer. We do what we can to keep costs down. Help us to meet the expenses we have.  
Please send more than the minimum.  The annual fee for Alumni Dues for graduates from the class of 2006 to 2008 
is $1, for 2003ð2005, the cost is $2 and for all those who graduated prior to 2003 the cost is now $15 annually or 
$250 for a Lifetime Membership . (The first dues raise in over twenty years went into effect three years ago with very 
few hitches.  Those of you who have pre-paid for 2009 are grandfathered in at the old rate.)  Make  dues check pay-
able to: EHHS Alumni Association.  Mail your check and registration to:  

Sandy Mesibov, Treasurer  
30 Reid Avenue 

Rockville Centre, NY 11570  

PLEASE TYPE OR PRINT   
 

Current last name______________________________________First name_____________________________ 
 

 
Name at Graduation______________________________________Date of Graduation____________________ 
 
Current address__________________________________________________ Apt. #  ____________________  
 
City________________________________  State________________________Zip______________________ 
 
E-mail address___________________________________ Home Phone (           )_______________________   
 

Amount enclosed: ____________    Dues:__$15.00 ___________ Donations__________________________ 

(Your donations will be used by the Alumni Association where the need is greatest.) 

 
Make  dues check payable to:  EHHS Alumni Association  
and mail it to:           

Sandy Mesibov, Treasurer  
30 Reid Avenue  

Rockville Centre, NY 11570   
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Thank You To Our Life Members  

Irma Alexander ó63 

Janice Aron ó54 

Eleanor Aumuller ó59 

James Balletto ó78 

Brian Berenbach ó59 

Les R. Bloom ó62 

Susan Jaffe ó49 

Helene Freedman Blue ó63 

David I. Brand ó60 

Lawrence Brown ó67 

Henry P. Bryan ó42 

Buck, Robert Buck ó59 

Peter Bullenkamp ó53 

Joseph Callari ó79 

Linda Cantor ó64 

Helen Hines Carson ó37 

Miriam Goldman Cedarbaum ó46 

George Colettis ó70 

Barry Dancis ó61 

John De Luca ó54 

Elinor K. Deutsch ó52 

Joan Friedman Deutsch ó52 

Beverly Diamond ó64 

Jacalyn  Diesenhouse ó63 

Phyllis Katz Dimino ó64 

Madeline Park Dreifus ó62 

Maxine Macnow Drucker ó62 

JoAnn Engelhardt ó71 

Anthony Errico ó54 

Les Fein ó36 

Eleanor Bedar Feingold ó59 

Theodore Fichtenholtz ó64 

Howard Finkel ó74 

Jacqueline Foil ó47 

Lila Borison Freundel ó45 

Rona Wachtel Gelber ó63 

Bonnie Gorman Geller ó63 

Dale Edwab Goldberg ó64 

Elaine Shaw Goldberg ó53 

Edward Golembe ó63 

Helen Granatelli ó32 

Michael Grossman ó58 

David Harris ó60 

Hedy Hauptman ó58 

Michael Heffer ó64 

Ted Hochstadt ó60 

Anne Blaine Jaffe ó49 

Neil Kafko ó70 

Gwen Kaltman ó61 

Lynne Knippler ó53 

Elinor Kuhn ó48 

Barbara Kupferberg ó48 

Mary French LaCorte ó51 

David B. Levine ó60 

Robert J. Levine Jr. ó62 

Theodore B. Levy ó61 

Roger Dean Lewis ó51 

John Longendyke ó65 

Ruth Breitman Melkonian ó64 

Arthur Mintz ó67 

Scott Moger ó60 

Steven Newborn ó63 

Harold R. Newman ó38 

Mary Lou Poska OòBrien ó59 

Robert Osterberg ó60 

Harriet Oxman (Faculty) 

Donald Partrick ó44 

Sy Passman ó51 

Claire Cohan Pizzuti ó65 

Hank Prensky ó63 

Marilyn Raphael ó50 

Peter H. Reader ó55 

Gabriel Rosenfeld ó43 

Regina Stern Rubenstin ó37 

Alice Rudell ó61 

Sandor Schaeffer ó50 

Judith Schwarz ó62 

Larry R. Shapiro ó54 

Stephen Sheller ó56 

Barnet Shulman ó65 

Carrie Rutner Siff ó63 

Susan Sorkin Silbey ó58 

Steven Solotoff ó62 

Elaina Sontag ó63 

Joel Spira ó43 

Jo-Ann Stadmore ó62 

Elaine Freed Steinberg ó57 

Albert Stern ó60 

Carole Granick Tannenbaum ó61 

Judith Tarail ó54 

Flora Witheiler Thomsen ô41 
(deceased) 

Mawulekumi Tokponwey ó85 

Philip Uri Treisman ó64 

Ruth S. Veasey ó43 

Bernice Wasserman ó43 

Jayson Wechter ó70 

Carol Smallberg Welch ó60 

Verna Willis ó60 

Diane Bessell Wolk ó63 



Friends Remembered 
Herbert C. Rosenthal ’34, died on 1/15/07 in Santa Barbara, CA.  He was the founder of Graphics Institute in 1944, servicing the New York 

Times and Saturday Evening Post, author of four books and numerous magazine articles.  He is survived by his wife, Rhoda, three children, three step-
children and several grandchildren. 

Arthur S. Fefferman ’35, former chief economist for the Joint Congressional Committee on Taxation died of heart failure on 12/22/06.  He was 

the co-author of ñPensions and Profit Sharing,ò a reference book.  Survivors include his wife, Liselott ; two sons, Charles and Robert; a sister, Sylvia 
Anes and six grandchildren. 

Robert J. Levine, Sr. ‘37 passed away 9/24/08. Bob, a retired NYC schoolteacher (EHHS, Montauk JHS and Roy Mann JHS) who is 
survived by his son, Robert J. Levine, Jr. ô62, bequeathed $1500 to  the Alumni Scholarship Fund. 
Albert Small ’37, died on Jan. 13, 2008. He helped coordinate Commerce Department aid to developing countries, was an export advisor to Mo-

rocco and an international economist in the Office of the Assôt Sec. of Commerce for Sci. & Tech. After he retired he created a series of books to help 
Americans master languages through the use of cartoon humor.  Dr. Small is survived by his wife, Sylvia, son Jeffrey; and two grandchildren. 

Betty R. Homan Peden ’39, passed away along with her son and daughter-in-law when the plane her son was piloting crashed on take off July 

5, 2006. She met her husband at Erasmus and married in 1943.  
Liane Boskoff Tobak ’41, died in Nov. 2007 in Scottsdale, Arizona. 
Marjorie Ludeman Maxfield ’42, passed away on 3/3/08 after a ten year struggle with Alzheimer's.    She taught in high school for over 20 

years.  She is survived by her husband Allen, 3 children, 10 grandchildren and 2 great grandchildren. 

Hermine (Sissy Goldstein) Rebistein ’45,   died 1/2/06 in Atlanta, GA. 
Don Fratkin ’46, passed away February 16, 2008. 
Thomas Mulrooney ’48, died on 11/06/06 from cancer.  He retired from Citibank in 1990 after 42 years of service.  He left a loving wife of 47 

years, Catherine, 7 children and 18 grandchildren.  
Burton Banks ’49, passed away December 26, 2006. He is survived by his wife, Marcie and two sons.  
Marvin Title ‘50 passed away on 3/17/07.  He worked for 38 years at Sperry in Lake Success and was a volunteer in a Manhattan Soup Kitchen 

and a tutor of Math at PS 6.  Husband, father, grandfather, uncle and friend, Marvin will be missed by all who knew him. 

Marshall Jacobs ’51, passed away on 10/11/06.  In 1979, he moved his family to Florida and completed a B.A. degree at the age of 54.  He 

served as Offensive Line Coach at 4 different high schools in the Miami area, enjoyed travel and loved spoiling his grandchildren.  He went out just the 
way he envisionedéòkicking and scratching.ò  He is remembered with love by his sons Scott & Andrew and his daughters Elena & Jennifer 

Sheila Burg Goldman ’52, taught in the New York school system for over 30 years.  
Judith Ashe Handelman ’53, died on 10/27/07.  She organized class reunions and issued a newsletter for the Class of ó53.  She was loved and 
remembered for her volunteer work with senior citizens, the Scarsdale STEP program and the Hudson Link for Higher Education at Sing Sing Prison.  
Walter, her husband, friend, confident and traveling companion described her as his ñlove for 49 years.ò 

Lionel Schaen ‘53, died on 7/25/08 after a lengthy illness.  He played basketball at EHHS and went on to a career in broadcasting.  
He is survived by his wife, Joan; two sons; a daughter and three grandchildren. 
Michael Levokove ’53, passed away on April 3, 2008 after a valiant battle with Parkinsonôs disease.  Following his retirement from 
sales and marketing, he taught business at the University of Phoenix, Denver branch.  He was the treasurer of the Salvation Army and 
served the Colorado Coalition for the Homeless.  He will be missed by his wife, Celeste, three children: Scott, Jodi and Shari; four 
grandchildren and friends. 
Alan Carus ’56, of Jericho, NY and Lake Worth, FL passed away on July 27, 2008.  He was the retired CFO of Maritime Overseas 

Corporation and previously was a partner at Ernst & Young.  He is survived by his wife Lois, 3 sons, daughters-in-law and 8 grandchil-
dren.  Alan left indelible indentations at the Parade Grounds and ate many a meal at Garfields.  He is and will be missedéMarty Carus 
(Marty has donated $1000 for a scholarship in his brotherôs memory for a graduate from the Class of 2009.) 
Allan Hodes ’56, lived in Boynton Beach at the time of his death, July 27, 2007.  He was an Army veteran and enjoyed a career as a 
history teacher in NYC.  He loved Erasmus because it instilled values he would treasure in his adult life.  He especially loved tulip and 
cherry blossom time in the spring.  He is survived by his wife Sarah, her daughter Diana, his son Seth and grandchildren.  He was the 
smartest man I ever knew and my best friendéEd Sere. 
Dr. Kenneth M Frankel ’57, passed away June 17, 2007. He is survived by his wife, Felice C., and his two sons Mathew D. Frankel 
(and his wife Laura K. Linn) and Michael J. Frankel.  
Paula G. Collester Tanner ’60, died on 2/10/05 after battling a rare form of cancer.  She was a beloved wife, mother, grandmother 
and teacher at P.S. 254 in Brooklyn, NY. 
Ina Lipton Jacobson '61, died on August 12, 2006.  She had been a Leader and a member of Arista.  Ina was a Guidance Coun-
selor with the Natick, Massachusetts school system.  She is survived by her brother, David ô62. 
Sybil Creper ’61, passed away in December 2006. 
Neil Hickey ’62, died in November of 2008 after a long illness.  Neil had to drop out and never graduated, but he had many friends 
from Ditmas JHS and is remembered by Dennis DôAmico ô62. 
Lawrence Davidson ’67,  died in the World Trade Center attacks of 9/11/01.  

Robert Miller ’72,  perished in the 9/11/01 World Center terrorist attack.  
Michael Leopoldo Bocchino ‘73, attached to Engine Co. 240, Battalion 48, in the Kensington section of Brooklyn lost his life at the 
World Trade Center 9/11/01.  
Seth Cohen ’74, died of cancer on 8/8/06, at the age of 50.  He is survived by his wife, Marlene and two sons, Troy and Daniel. 
Benita Williams ’87, Worked in the NYC Police Dept., died on 12/28/07 after a long battle with cancer.  She was a loving person 
that could always put a smile on your face. She leaves her son, Christopher Cantry, Jr. 
Bernard Goldenberg, a dedicated mathematics teacher at Erasmus Hall passed away August 9, 2005.  
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